
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

  
 

 
 

Heavy rains in late October flooded parts of the Takia camp for 
displaced people in Baghdad. Credit: OCHA/Themba Linden 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Heavy rains and widespread 

flooding has affected several 

thousands of displaced 

people in Baghdad and other 

parts of the country.  

 More than 2,400 people have 

been infected by cholera in 

Iraq. Vaccination campaign 

launched to complement 

ongoing response. 

 Humanitarian partners 

support displaced people to 

cope with colder weather.  

FIGURES 

# of people in 
need 

8.7m 

# of people 
targeted for 
assistance 

5.6m 

# of internally 
displaced 
persons (IDPs) 

3.2m 

# of IDPs who 
live outside 
camps 

2.9m 

# of affected 
people in host 
communities 

3.2m 

# of returnees 0.42m 

# of Syrian 
refugees 

0.25m 

Source: HRP/HNO (IMWG) 

Human i ta r i an  Appea l  

FUNDING 

498 million  
requested for July to 
December 2015 (US$) 

44% ($218 million)  
Funding against the July-
December HRP 

$417 million  
Total received for Iraq 
against humanitarian 
appeals in 2015 

(reflects funding on FTS as 
of 5 November 2015) 
Source: http://fts.unocha.org 

 

Flooding wreaks havoc in Iraqi capital  

Tens of thousands of displaced people affected by the torrential downpour  

Heavy rains in late October have caused flooding in and around Baghdad, as surface 
drainage is minimal. Sewer systems have overflowed and caused open sewage to mix 
with floodwaters. The floods also contributed to increased power outages as many power 
stations were flooded and authorities have reported deaths caused by electrocution. 
Roads were damaged and drainage systems blocked even days after the rains stopped. 
The Iraqi Prime Minister on 1 November declared the status of emergency in areas 
overwhelmed by the heavy rains. He called for mobilisation of ministries, provinces, 
security forces, civil defence and civilian volunteers for rescue efforts in Baghdad and 
other affected governorates. 

Humanitarian partners estimate that the floods have affected at least 84,000 displaced 
people staying in more than 40 sites and camps, mostly in Baghdad and Anbar 
governorates. On 5 November, the rains started in Baghdad again after a few days 
respite. The number of affected people may rise as partners receive more information 
about conditions on the ground. Flooding has also been reported from other governorates 
including Diyala, Salah al-Din and Sulaymaniyah. 

Reported impact of heavy rains and flooding in late October. Source: Authorities and humanitarian partners. 

Emergency response to meet most urgent needs of displaced people 

Some displaced people are sheltering in schools, religious buildings or with host families 
as tents have been destroyed or damaged across numerous locations. Iraqi Government 
authorities have provided excavators and relocated people from affected displacement 
sites. Humanitarian partners in coordination with the Government are working to respond 
to humanitarian needs. Key concerns include shelter, household items, food and clean 
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Residents beginning to rebuild a section of Takia camp in Baghdad following 
heavy rains in late October. Credit: OCHA 

water. Pumping flooded areas 
and distributing plastic sheets, 
blankets, tents, hygiene kits 
and emergency food rations 
have been prioritised. In early 
November, about 2,650 dis-
placed people in settlements in 
Ameriyat al Falluja and Bagh-
dad received core relief items 
such as mattresses, kitchen 
sets, kerosene, water jerry 
cans and plastic sheeting. 
Almost 1,900 tents had been 
provided by humanitarian par-
tners and the Ministry of 
Displacement and Migration. 
Two-day food rations have also been distributed to over 30,000 displaced people in 
settlements in Baghdad and Anbar.   

The flood affected areas are causing public health risks. Health partners are increasing 
epidemiological surveillance as the floods may lead to an increase in cholera cases, 
following the week-long incubation period of the virus. 

Cholera vaccination campaign kicks-off 
Critical to boost immunity in high risk groups to stem spread of the disease  

More than 2,400 people across 15 
of 18 Iraqi governorates have con-
tracted cholera since the outbreak 
was declared in mid-September, 
according to the Ministry of Health 
and the World Health Organization 
(WHO). About 85 per cent of 
confirmed cholera cases are located 
in four southern and central govern-
orates: Baghdad, Babylon, Qadiss-
iya and Muthanna. In late October, 
health partners started a vaccin-
ation campaign targeting about 
250,000 internally displaced Iraqis 
and Syrian refugees staying in 62 
formal camps in 13 governorates to 
prevent cholera transmission in 
high-risk areas. About 1,300 vaccin-
ators and 650 social mobilisers were trained and deployed to support the first round of the 
campaign. The flooding in and around Baghdad delayed vaccinations in some locations, 
but the teams managed to reach most planned sites by early November. So far, over 90 
per cent coverage has been reported from 12 governorates. A second dose of the 
vaccine is required to maximise immunity and is planned to be carried out in December 
after the minimum two-week interval between the doses. The vaccination drive is 
implemented through the Government’s health authorities and local health partners with 
US$2.2 million funding support from the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF). Vaccinations are complimentary to other response efforts underway. Health and 
hygiene promotion remains critical to break transmission in vulnerable areas. 

Poor water supply infrastructure remains a key challenge 

Unlike previous outbreaks in Iraq, the epicentre of the current cholera outbreak is in the 
southern and central governorates. The epidemic has spread largely along the banks of  

 
Cholera outbreak in Iraq. Source: MoH/WHO 
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the Euphrates river, where people are using unsafe 
water directly from the river. This practice is fuelled by 
lack of appropriate infrastructure to ensure access to 
clean water combined with emergency coping strategies 
that further exacerbate the risk of contamination. 
Response efforts focus on delivering and securing clean 
water supplies, providing treatment for people showing cholera symptoms and supporting 
a national communication campaign to help people protect themselves against the 
disease. To ensure household water supplies are properly disinfected, 1.3 million water 
treatment tablets for household usage and 1,000 water treatment tablets for use in 
community water storage tanks have been distributed by WASH partners.  

Controlling further spread and infection to millions of people who pilgrimage to Kerbala 
and Najaf in October and November is a priority. Preparedness so far includes stockpiling 
medical supplies and mobilising medical teams. Up to 1,500 medical teams are expected 
to provide health services in mobile clinics and designated hospitals. In terms of regional 
spread of cholera cases, exported cases have been confirmed in Bahrain, Iran, Kuwait 
and Oman, according to WHO.  

Volatile security and restrictions on movement 
Complex situation with displacement and returns occurring simultaneously  

The fluid security situation in Salah al-Din has continued amid new displacement and 
return. In the latter part of October, fighting continued north of Baiji. Reportedly, several 
villages in southern Hawiga in Kirkuk were abandoned and people moved into urban 
centres within Hawiga district. There have also been reports of pre-emptive displacement 
within Hawiga. About 2,500 people were displaced in Baiji district in Salah al-Din due to 
military operations between 20 and 27 October, according to the International 
Organization for Migration’s emergency displacement tracking. During the same period, 
over 8,000 displaced people returned to the governorate. About 210 people who sought 
to return to Salah-al Din from Kirkuk have been stranded in Hamrin sub-district since mid-
October. Clean water and shelter were reported as key needs. The area is remote, but a 
local partner has provided immediate response.  

Fighting continues in Ramadi and around Falluja in Anbar. Small numbers of displaced 
people continue to arrive in Habbaniyah Tourist City from Ramadi and its environs. 
Haditha remains difficult to access. However, the Ministry of Trade released over 1,000 
metric tons of flour to Haditha residents (about 9kg of flour per person). The flour 
distribution has reportedly halved the price of flour in Haditha, but it still remains double 
that of Baghdad. Another distribution of 770 tons was provided in nearby Al-Baghdadi. 

The Bzeibiz bridge checkpoint connecting Anbar and Baghdad has been intermittently 
closed preventing people from leaving conflict areas and supplies from entering Anbar. 
Increased scrutiny of people seeking to enter Baghdad has been observed, with 
sponsorship requirements remaining in effect.  

A fluid security situation has also been reported in Sinjar Mountain area in Ninewa with 
reports of air strikes and ongoing clashes. Some initial displacements caused by 
proximity of air strikes have been reported, but remain unconfirmed. The civilian 
population of Sinjar town is believed to be limited. 

Winterisation priority for displaced people 
Humanitarian partners support preparedness efforts  

As colder weather is fast approaching, humanitarian actors have started distributions of 
core relief items, including blankets, quilts, warm clothing for children, kerosene, heating 
stoves, jerry cans, and thermal floor mats and insulation to make tents warmer and more 
resistant to winter conditions. About 400,000 people urgently need shelter assistance and 
at least 780,000 people lack essential household and other life-sustaining items this 
winter, according to shelter partners. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Giovanni Bosco, Head of Office, bosco@un.org 
Cecilia Attefors, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel. (+964) 751 135 2880 
David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org, Tel. (+964) 750 377 0849 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/iraq | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Of the 3.2 million Iraqis who have been uprooted from their homes since January 2014, 
over 600,000 people live in critical shelter arrangements such as informal settlements, 
religious buildings, schools and unfinished and abandoned buildings. In addition, over 
270,000 displaced people live in camps. These people are of particular concern, as 
heavy rains and sub-zero temperatures are fast approaching, especially in the northern 
parts of the country.  

Efforts by humanitarian partners support those of Iraqi authorities, which provide 
subsidized kerosene fuel to all Iraqi citizens, including internally displaced. In view of the 
current fiscal difficulties, it is anticipated that the authorities may not be able to provide 
assistance as done in 2014, when over 100,000 displaced people were provided with 
more than 12 million litres of kerosene across 14 governorates.  

In preparation for the forthcoming winter, UNICEF and partners have distributed 13,000 
sets of blankets and clothing to children in Dahuk, with plans to distribute 700,000 sets of 
clothing and 190,000 blankets this winter. About 250 schools will also be better outfitted 
to enable learning for about 78,000 displaced children. In early November, the UN 
refugee agency launched its winter assistance programme, which aims to distribute 
winter items to about 360,000 displaced Iraqis and 60,000 Syrian refugees across the 
country. Some 420,000 people will receive winter kits comprised of high thermal blankets, 
a stove, a plastic sheet to improve insulation and retain heat, along with a water and 
kerosene jerry can. Some 78,000 displaced people in camps will also be provided with 
tent insulation kits, comprised of polystyrene boards for floor insulation, and insulated 
fabric liner to reduce heat loss through the tent walls. 

Funding shortfall impacts emergency response  
Humanitarian needs are growing according to preliminary assessments 

At least 8.7 million Iraqis require humanitarian assistance; but preliminary assessments 
that will inform the humanitarian needs and strategic planning for 2016 indicate this figure 
will be over 10 million. This includes over 3.2 million people internally displaced since 
January 2014, 415,000 returnees, and 247,000 Syrian refugees. Over 2 million people 
live in areas under control of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.  

Despite robust prioritisation of the humanitarian appeal, full funding has not been 
forthcoming. Needs continue to outpace resources. About 44 per cent, $218 million, of 
the $498 million requested in the Humanitarian Response Plan for the July-December 
2015 has been received. The response to the ongoing cholera outbreak is also 
undermined by the poor funding status in Iraq. A $4.5 million CERF rapid response grant 
to WHO and UNICEF in support of the cholera response was approved on 30 October. 
Total funding against the humanitarian response plans since the beginning of the year is 
$417 million. The top five overall donors in 2015 are USA, Japan, ECHO, Germany, and 
Canada, according to the online Financial Tracking System.  

 

Funding level Iraq Humanitarian Response Plan July-December 2015 

 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking 
Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 

$280m outstanding to meet humanitarian needs $218m funding received 

Visit us online: 

 
$498m 

aid appeal 

Source: http://fts.unocha.org, reflecting reported funding on FTS as of 5 November 2015. 
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